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The Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) 
gave its inaugural performance at Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS (DFP) on 17 August 
1998. With the initial search for outstanding 
musicians involving a worldwide audition tour, the 
MPO today is made up of many talented Malaysian 
musicians and musicians from other nations, a 
beautiful example of harmony among different 
cultures and nationalities.

With each new season, the MPO continues to 
present an exciting programme of orchestral 
music drawn from over three centuries, as well as 
the crowd-pleasing concert series. Its versatility 
transcends genres, from classical masterpieces to 
film music, pop, jazz, traditional, contemporary and 
commissioned works.

Among renowned Malaysian artists who have 
mesmerised audiences with the MPO include SM 
Salim, Sheila Majid, M. Nasir, Siti Nurhaliza, Jamal 
Abdillah, Ella, Faizal Tahir, Dayang Nurfaizah, 
Aishah, Jaclyn Victor and Aubrey Suwito.

A host of internationally acclaimed musicians have 
performed with the MPO including Lorin Maazel, Sir 
Neville Marriner, Yehudi Menuhin, Joshua Bell, Harry 
Connick Jr., José Carreras, Andrea Bocelli, Dame 
Kiri Te Kanawa, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Chris Botti, 
Branford Marsalis and Judika, many of whom have 
praised the MPO for its fine musical qualities and 
vitality.

The MPO regularly performs in major cities of 
Malaysia such as Alor Setar, George Town, Ipoh, 
Johor Bahru, Kuantan, Kota Kinabalu, Kuching and 
many more. Internationally, it has toured Singapore 
(1999, 2001, 2003, 2005 and 2018), Japan (2001, 
2009 and 2017), Korea (2001), Australia (2004), 
China (2006 and 2019), Taiwan (2007) and Vietnam 
(2013). The MPO has also released 21 CDs.

The MPO remains steadfast in its mission to be the 
premier Malaysian orchestra, providing the ultimate 
music experience through the power of live music 
that educates, entertains and inspires. Its main 
benefactor is PETRONAS, and its patron is YABhg. 
Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah Haji Mohd Ali.

MALAYSIAN 
PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA
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All details are correct at time of publishing. Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
reserves the right to vary without notice the artists and/or repertoire as necessary. 
Copyright © 2026 by Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (199801007000). 
All rights reserved. No part of this programme may be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the copyright owners.
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FAMILY FUN DAY:
Cirque de la Symphonie

03
05
06

Sat 17 January 2026, 11:00am

Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra
Tengku Irfan, conductor
Cirque de la Symphonie

PROGRAMME

The concert will last approximately 60 minutes with 
no intermission.

STRAUSS
Die Fledermaus Overture 

RIMSKY-KORSAKOV
Danse des Bouffons from 

 

BRAHMS                                        
Symphony No.3 in F Major, 
Op. 90 - 3rd Movement

BERLIOZ
Damnation of Faust: Hungarian
March (Rákóczi March) 

BIZET
Carmen: Suite No. 2 - 
Danse Boheme 
(Gypsy Song, Act II) 

GLUCK                                            
Dance of  from Orphee
et Euridice

STRAUSS
Ohne Sorgen Polka Op. 271 

PONCHIELLI
Dance of the Hours 
(from Allegro vivacisimo / con brio) 

STRAUSS
Thunder and Lightning 

STRAUSS
Voices of Spring / Waltz Op. 410 

BIZET
Carmen Suite No. 1 -
Les Toreadors 
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Malaysian-born Tengku Irfan has appeared around the world as a conductor, pianist and 
composer. He made his Carnegie Hall debut conducting the Juilliard Orchestra in 2024. He 
has appeared as guest conductor on several occasions with the Malaysian Philharmonic 
Orchestra. In 2023, he was Assistant Conductor of the National Youth Orchestra of the USA, 
working alongside eminent conductor Sir Andrew Davis. Among the awards he garnered 
included the Bayreuth Stipendium Award, and he was the runner-up and audience prize winner 
of the 2021 Los Angeles Conducting Competition. As assistant and cover conductor, he has 
worked with conductors such as David Robertson, Jörg Widmann, JoAnn Falletta, Simone 
Young and Speranza Scappucci, alongside orchestras such as New York Philharmonic, 
National Symphony Orchestra and Juilliard Orchestra. He was a Conducting Fellow at the 
Aspen Music Festival and School.

In his earlier years as a pianist, he has performed with orchestras worldwide including the 
Seattle Symphony Orchestra, Sydney Symphony Orchestra and Estonian National Symphony 
Orchestra. In 2013, he won the Prokofiev Piano Concerto No. 2 Competition in Aspen and was 
the resident pianist for the Aspen Contemporary Ensemble from 2014 to 2017. His compositions 
were premiered by orchestras and ensembles such as the New York Philharmonic, New York 
Virtuoso Singers, Singapore Symphony Orchestra and the MDR Sinfonieorchester. As a 
composer, he won three ASCAP Morton Gould Awards.

Prior to his conducting studies, he was a double major in piano and composition at the 
Juilliard School whose teachers included Yoheved Kaplinsky, Robert Beaser and Ira Taxin. He 
graduated with a Masters of Music in Orchestral Conducting in 2025 where he studied with 
David Robertson. As part of the commencement, he was the inaugural recipient of the Robert 
Craft Igor Stravinsky Grant in Orchestral Conducting. During his years at Juilliard, he was a 
proud recipient of the Juilliard School Kovner Fellowship Award. Currently, he is the founder 
and Music Director of Ensemble Fantasque, his own group in New York which promotes music 
from the 20th and 21st centuries, and underperformed works from earlier time periods.

Tengku Irfan
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 is an exciting production designed to bring the magic of cirque to 
the music hall. For more than 15 years, it has thrilled and bedazzled veteran concert goers 
and new patrons as they see accomplished aerial flyers, acrobats, contortionists, dancers, 
jugglers, balancers and strongmen perform to live symphony music. They include world 
record holders, gold-medal winners of international competitions, Olympians and some of the 
most experienced cirque talent ever seen. Their performances are uniquely adapted to stage 
accommodations shared with the symphony, and each artist’s performance is choreographed 
to the music arranged in collaboration with the maestro. When the artists of Cirque de la 
Symphonie perform in front of the full orchestra, an incredible fusion of these two great art 
forms takes place. The aerialists and acrobats turn the concert into a three-dimensional 
entertainment extravaganza, and the orchestra seems to play with enhanced enthusiasm. 

 is a former Russian aerial artist who started working with famed 
cirque choreographer Pavel Brun and producer Valentin Gneushev when he was only 12, 
performing on Broadway at the Gershwin Theater. The same year, he won the gold medal 
in the competition among international cirque artists at the prestigious Festival Mondial Du 
Cirque De L'Avenir in Paris. His combination of natural strength, artistic expression and grace 
sets his performance apart from other aerialists. Also, known as ‘Sasha’, he has performed 
for three Russian presidents and the Bolshoi Ballet, numerous symphonies in the USA and 
Europe, and elaborate theatre and stage productions worldwide. He has made many television 
appearances such as the star-studded ABC-TV special Christopher Reeve - A Celebration of 
Hope and the PBS nationwide broadcast of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra’s Fourth of 
July Celebration. He continues to be a favourite at music halls where he soars out over the 
audience in a spectacular display of aerial artistry or when he sets his riveting spinning cube 
act in motion. Since 2005, he has been a creator and producer of Cirque de la Sympnonie.

, the ‘Lady in White’, is a graduate of the famed Moscow Circus School 
and first-place winner of the prestigious National Russian Circus Festival. From ‘Master of 
Sports’ in gymnastics, Elena developed into a unique and graceful performer with the Big 
Apple Circus, Switzerland’s Circus Knie and Germany’s Circus Roncalli. Her combination of 
contortion, balance and graceful dance moves made her a major star with Cirque de la Mur 
in Florida and Circus Circus in Las Vegas. Elena’s experience with major stage and theatre 
productions offers a professional background that allows for a truly elegant performance with 
the ‘live’ symphony.

Cirque de la Symphonie 
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 provides a spell-binding performance with combinations of mime and 
juggling feats. A favourite of audience members of all ages, Vladimir’s Red Harlequin act 
features rings, balls and electric batons, and he’s even been known to teach the maestro a 
trick or two! He is a veteran of Circus-Circus, Cirque Ingenieux and various entertainment 
productions globally. Vladimir graduated from Russia’s prestigious State College of Circus 
and Theater Arts and won the gold medal at the Cirque de Demain International Festival in 
France. His performance with the symphony is pure entertainment.

 began his gymnastic training in the Republic of Moldova and soon competed 
as an elite gymnast with the Russian national team. At 16, Vitalii joined the Moscow State 
Circus as a professional acrobat and toured throughout Europe. After a move to the USA, 
he starred in productions at Sea World, Universal Studios and Walt Disney World. He has 
been featured in numerous TV advertisements and won a role in the Walt Disney movie 
Enchanted. Vitalii also performed at the 2006 Latin Grammy Awards, 2007 NFL Pro Bowl, 
2010 Academy Awards and 2011 Latin Billboard Awards. He has performed for celebrities 
and at corporate events for major companies. Vitalii excels in multiple cirque acts such as 
duo hand-balancing, straps, Cyr wheel, spinning cube, Chinese pole and the Russian bar.

 is a performance artist and choreographer who performs nationally 
and internationally as a contortionist, pole artist, aerialist, dancer and stunt performer for 
commercial media (TV, movies and music videos) and ‘live’ venues. In this capacity, she 
toured the USA and other countries working for various entertainment companies and cruise 
ship lines, performed in three long-running hit resident shows at the prestigious Faena Hotel 
in Miami Beach, and has produced and performed her solo shows. She enjoys combining her 
years of education (awarded a university Presidential Scholarship), training and experience 
in Mongolian contortion, circus arts and dance.

 is a dancer and aerialist originally from California and now resides in Las 
Vegas. Lauren has performed all over the world, touring with Cirque Mechanics ‘Pedal Punk’, 
Imagination Entertainment and the Cherry Bombs, to name a few. She performed as a dancer/
aerialist at the Jubilee Theatre with ‘Extravaganza’ at the Bally’s hotel and still remains their 
aerial coordinator. Lauren also works as a coach and choreographer; she recently finished 
choreographing the aerial acts for Lindsey Stirling’s upcoming international holiday tour.

 is an acrobat, dancer and yogi living in Las Vegas. He began performing as 
an aerialist in 2006 and joined Diavolo in 2008 as acro-dancer. He was raised by a single, 
military father who trained him to conquer obstacle courses and any fear of heights. It 
was this upbringing that led Windu to take an interest in unique physical challenges which 
eventually led him to train in various circus arts. Before finding a career as an artist, Windu 
graduated college with an Associate’s degree at 18, and later joined the Army himself as 
a crypto-linguist analyst where he received a Top Secret clearance. Then, he went back to 
college and took ballet shortly after discovering breakdance. He quickly changed majors, 
doubled up on units and graduated with honors from Cal State Northridge with a BA in 
Dance, Theater and Marketing. Windu made aerial pole his specialty in 2018 and it is still 
his favourite solo apparatus.



8WHERE EVERY BEAT TELLS A STORY

PROGRAMME NOTES

Visually spectacular and musically outstanding, the MPO’s signature concert Cirque de la 
Symphonie returns to the DFP stage for the fifth time, a testament to the hall’s continuous 
expansion in performance variety and the MPO’s versatility, collaborating with spellbinding 
acrobatic acts with various sets of music.

Cirque de la Symphonie serves as an ideal entry point for those new to classical music, 
featuring familiar tunes, high-quality musicianship and the uniqueness that marries music 
with on-stage drama. The variety in compositions and breathtaking performance make the 
show hugely entertaining.

Such a move – going beyond the conventional orchestral music performance – underlines 
MPO’s initiative is expanding its audience base and demographic, enticing new crowds to 
join and watch the MPO in a whole new dimension.

As one of the first performances in the MPO’s Season 2026 calendar, the orchestra is also 
lending its support to the success of Visit Malaysia 2026, making music an attractive itinerary 
for tourists and visitors to the country.

This family-friendly version of Cirque de la Symphonie is part of the MPO’s Family Fun Day 
segment to inculcate an interest in music among the young. For this special performance, 
Tengku Irfan, a beloved national figure and successful classical musician, takes the helm. It 
demonstrates his capacity to navigate diverse genres, transcending orchestral boundaries 
to create a captivating, multi-sensory experience.

Alongside MPO’s orchestral performance, expect spectacular and thrilling acts like aerial 
silks, juggling and contortion, in a graceful and breathtaking production that will make you 
gasp and applaud.
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One of the most well-known and beloved orchestral works by JOHANN STRAUSS II (1825-
1899), Die Fledermaus Overture is visually lively and sparkling, capturing the soul of the 
lighthearted tale, that is about a New Year's Eve masquerade ball, mistaken identities and 
a practical joke. From the swirling strings to the fast-paced movement and deft character 
changes, the composition sets the audience up for a fantastic show.

Danse des Bouffons, by Russian composer NIKOLAI RIMSKY-KORSAKOV (1844-1908) is 
part of The Snow Maiden, a folktale about love, jealousy and the desperation for passion. A 
jester-themed, acrobatic and flamboyant court entertainment, with music as a key component, 
this work is a colourful, entertaining piece.

Widely regarded as one of JOHANNES BRAHMS' most elegant and concentrated symphonic 
statements, Symphony No. 3 in F Major Op. 90 - 3rd Movement reveals the composer's 
restraint and cyclic thematic method. Both music critics and scholars acknowledge the tune's 
subdued, almost resigned emotional quality, which sets it apart from conventionally expressive 
and dramatic Romantic music. 

In Damnation of Faust: Hungarian March, HECTOR BERLIOZ (1803-1869) has contrasted 
the despair of his disillusioned character Faust with peasant revelry, making this piece one 
of his musical jewels. Praised for being exhilarating and electrifying with boundless energy, it 
captures the music’s revolutionary spirit and raw power through fantastic brass sounds.

Suite No. 2 - Danse Boheme from Carmen is a tale of passion between soldier Don José and 
a seductive gypsy woman whose fiery persona and unbridled energy saw him leaving both 
the military and his childhood love for her. French composer GEORGES BIZET’s (1838-
1875) dance composition appears gleeful and light, while tackling a story of lawlessness 
and immorality.

Dance of The Furies from Orphée et Euridice by CHRISTOPH WILLIBALD RITTER VON 
GLUCK (1714-1787), was first performed in 1762. With a theme of simplified nobility in both 
music and drama, the opera was a departure from the complexities that often characterised 
this art form during that period.



JOSEF STRAUSS' (1827-1870) Ohne Sorgen Polka Op. 271 or No Worries! lives up to its 
name for rendering positive energy. Its orchestral performance may even feature players' 
laughter and shouts, like its 1869 premiere in Russia where it embodied a carefree spirit 
despite hard times. Its intricate orchestration, especially with horns and timpani, makes the 
composition an exhilarating performance.

Italian opera composer AMILCARE PONCHIELLI’s (1834-1886) Dance of the Hours from La 
Gioconda is so popular that it has evolved from opera to become a singular piece played in 
a concert. A pop culture phenomenon, the music is joyous and unpretentious, showcasing a 
strong command of instrumental colour and structure. Crowd-pleasing and fun, it adds much 
enjoyment to a concert.

Designed to evoke the sounds of a storm, Thunder and Lightning by JOHANN STRAUSS II 
(1825-1899) is aptly noisy and loud. Capturing the authentic Viennese style, the composition 
is crisp, lively and coordinated. It brings out the playful character and the dramatic effects of 
percussion instruments.

JOHANN STRAUSS II’s (1825-1899) Voices of Spring / Waltz Op. 410 is an enduringly popular 
waltz. He wrote this in his 60s, yet the work is full of youthful vibrancy. With joyful, lively and 
effervescent melodies, the music brilliantly captures the essence of the season. Considered a 
masterpiece of the Viennese waltz tradition, it is also a staple in the classical repertoire. 

GEORGES BIZET’s (1838-1875) Carmen Suite No. 1 - Les Toreadors captures the sound 
and excitement of a bullfight procession. With a strong, persistent rhythmic drive and brilliant 
orchestration, the composition brings out the aural spectacle of the crowd and the matadors' 
parade, with brass and percussion depicting the festive atmosphere.
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worldhistory.org, johann-strauss.org.uk, britannica.com, tchaikovsky-research.net, 
wikipedia.org

JOHANN STRAUSS II

NIKOLAI
RIMSKY-KORSAKOV

JOHANNES BRAHMS

HECTOR BERLIOZ

GEORGES BIZET

JOSEF STRAUSS

AMILCARE PONCHIELLI

CHRISTOPH WILLIBALD
RITTER VON GLUCK



Note: Sectional string players are rotated within their sections.  *Extra musician.

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
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MUSIC DIRECTOR
Junichi Hirokami

RESIDENT 
CONDUCTOR
Gerard Salonga

FIRST VIOLIN
Concertmaster
Peter Daniš
Co-Concertmaster
Ming Goh
Principal
Zhenzhen Liang

Tan Ka Ming
Wong Lu Ee
Sherwin Thia

SECOND VIOLIN
Yunzhi Ling
Stefan Kocsis
Ionut Mazareanu

*Miroslav Daniš
*Lee Sing Hong
*Philip Jeremy Law
*Keng Xin Tian
*Matthew Hassall
*Izzywan Musib
*Lisa Chia Xiao Li
*Leong Siong Quen
*Joanna Ho May Sum
*Catherine Khaw Hui Yang
*Chan Mei Teng

VIOLA
Section Principal
Jebat Arjuna Kee Jia Liang

Ong Lin Kern
Thian Ai Wen
*Fan Ran
*Loo Pei Zheng
*Ling Li Yen
*Lau Yew Hann

CELLO
Section Principal
Csaba Kőrös
Co-Principal
Dylan Lee Mihn Tang
Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Tan Suyin

Goh Wen Chih
Wong Jun Yuan
*Gerald Davis

DOUBLE BASS
Section Principal
Wolfgang Steike

Jun-Hee Chae
Lin Yi Rou
Lee Kar Yan
*Peter Graf	

FLUTE
Section Principal
Yukako Emes

Sub-Principal
*Rachel Jenkyns

PICCOLO
Principal 
*Ryuji Masumoto

OBOE
Section Principal
Niels Dittmann

Sub-Principal
Lee Chun Howe

CLARINET
Section Principal 
Matthew Larsen

Sub-Principal
*Emily Tiow Yu Xian

BASS CLARINET
Principal 
Chris Bosco

BASSOON
Section Principal
Alexandar Lenkov

Sub-Principal
Stephen Mak Wai Soon

CONTRABASSOON
Principal
Vladimir Stoyanov	

HORN
Section Principal
Grzegorz Curyła
*Michal Emanovsky
Assistant Principal
Sim Chee Ghee

Sub-Principal
Eric Tiow Xian Liang
*Loh Zi Shun

TRUMPET
Section Principal
Jeffrey Missal
Assistant Principal
Matthew Dempsey

Sub-Principal
*Loi Chiang Kang
*John Bourque

TROMBONE
Section Principal
Marques Young
Co-Principal
*Michael Robinson

Sub-Principal
*Ong Aun Guan

BASS TROMBONE
Principal 
*Low Kim Ven

TUBA
Section Principal
Tan Shun Zhong

TIMPANI
Section Principal
*Chong Xin Yi

PERCUSSION
Sub-Principal
Yap Siu Yan
Ng Lip Sheng
*Tee Ching Hong
*Yon Nian Shee

HARP
Principal
Tan Keng Hong

PIANO
Principal
Akiko Daniš
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BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL
boxoffice@dfp.com.my
TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my

BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL

TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my
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DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Siti Azlina Abd Latif

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan 
Muhammad Farhan Aziz 
Farah Diyana Ismail 
Yasmin Mahmuddin
Faqrul Hakim Hidzir
Hisham Abdul Jalil 
Zulfadli Mohd Zakarrudin 
Ameela Najihah Zulkifli 
Maizatul Ezza Masran 
Nursuffiya Aleena Muhammad Zubir 
Nalisa Amira Sudinar

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS
MANAGEMENT
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa
Imran Syafiq Kamarul Zaman
Asmahan Abdullah 
Farzeera Ezir De-Attaher Emir 
Norsahida Mohd Salim 
Syazwan Arif 
Rusyaidi Mohd Kamal 
Muhammad Nur Rasyid Abd Razak 
Fatin Ayuni Mohd Ali 
Sharifah Nurhadaina Mishra Syed Mohamad 
Muhammad Zahir Opong 
Asilla Suraya Fitriah Zolkifli

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen 
Norhisham Abd Rahman 
Mohammed Hakimi Mohammed Rosli
Logiswary Raman
Sharhida Saad
Nur Afiqah Shubhiah Kamarulzaman
Megat Muhammad Ridzuan Mohmad Latfi
Nurfharah Farhana Hashimi 
Nafeja Deanna Shahir 
Norhaszilawati Zainudin 
Muknoazlida Mukhadzim 
Nor Afidah Nordin 

TECHNICAL SERVICES
Firoz Khan Mohd Yunus

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Siti Azlina Abd Latif

CEO'S OFFICE
Farah Diyana Ishak

ARTISTIC MANAGEMENT
Khor Chin Yang
Qaleeda Talib
Ong Li-Huey
Wynn Ch'ng Way Sean
Muhammad Fikrizaki Zakaria

ORCHESTRA MANAGEMENT
Fadilah Kamal Francis
Khairol Anuar Mohd Sabri

MUSIC TALENT DEVELOPMENT
Ahmad Muriz Che Rose 
Shireen Jasin Mokhtar
Amin Mikhail Ahmad Zabidi

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS MANAGEMENT
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa (covering)

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi



CORPORATE SUITE PREMIUM MEMBERS

PARTNER HOTELS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to all our donors and collaborators for your support.
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https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/cirque-de-la-symphonie


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/p-ramlee-madu-tiga-live-in-concert


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/p-ramlee-madu-tiga-live-in-concert
https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/mozarts-270th-birthday


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/memoirs-of-a-floral-fantasy


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/memoirs-of-a-floral-fantasy
https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/mpo-chamber-concert


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/symphony-of-memories-a-journey-through-mandarin-classics


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/harry-potter-and-the-prisoner-of-azkaban-in-concert
https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/symphony-of-memories-a-journey-through-mandarin-classics






https://www.mpo.com.my/donate


https://www.mpo.com.my/donate




https://www.dfp.com.my/concert-hall-venue-hire

