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The initial steps towards realising the long-
cherished dream of the late PETRONAS 
Chairman, Tun Azizan Zainul Abidin, to create 
a youth orchestra as a ‘stage for young talents’, 
alongside the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
(MPO), were taken on 13 January 2006. Some 
500 aspiring musicians from across Malaysia 
auditioned and 110 – with an average age of 
18 years – were selected to form the Malaysian 
Philharmonic Youth Orchestra (MPYO).

After a period of intensive training under mentors 
drawn from the ranks of the MPO, the MPYO 
gave its first public concert at Dewan Filharmonik 
PETRONAS on 25 August 2007. It has since 
established a pattern of music camps held three 
to four times a year, culminating in performances 
in Kuala Lumpur and beyond. It has since 
toured throughout Malaysia, and performed in 
Singapore, Brisbane, Hong Kong and Jakarta.

Auditions are held every year to provide opportunities 
for talented young Malaysian musicians to join the 
MPYO and participate in weekly orchestral training 
and performances, under the guidance of the MPO 
musicians as tutors. 

The MPYO’s music repertoire ranges from 
symphonic to specially-commissioned works by 
Malaysian composers. In 2010, an innovative 
project called ‘Jazzaar’ witnessed the MPYO 
collaborated with jazz musicians from the USA 
such as Fritz Renold and Randy Brecker. In 2015, 
the MPYO was given the honour to perform at 
the opening of the 128th International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) Session in Kuala Lumpur. 

More than just a youth orchestra, the MPYO 
musicians are given consistent intensive trainings 
under the MPO’s talent development programme 
through the transfer of knowledge, skills and 
expertise including discipline, teamwork and 
leadership in orchestral setting, participation in 
masterclasses and workshops with distinguished 
soloists, regular performances and collaborations 
with other youth orchestras. This is part of the 
MPO’s initiative to nurture music appreciation 
among Malaysians. 

For more information, contact talent@mpo.com.my. 



All details are correct at time of publishing. Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
reserves the right to vary without notice the artists and/or repertoire as necessary. 
Copyright © 2026 by Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (199801007000). 
All rights reserved. No part of this programme may be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the copyright owners.
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Contours of
Classical Beauty
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Wed 15 April 2026, 8:00pm

Malaysian Philharmonic Youth Orchestra
Gerard Salonga, conductor
Lim Yee Vaine, piano
Dorothy Ong Zhuo En, piano

PROGRAMME

MOZART
Overture to The Magic Flute 

BEETHOVEN
Piano Concerto No. 1, 3rd mvt. 

MOZART
Piano Concerto No. 19, 1st mvt. 

20-mins intermission

MOZART 
Symphony No. 39 



Gerard Salonga has held the position of Resident 
Conductor of the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
(MPO) since 2019. He has served as Assistant 
Conductor of the Hong Kong Philharmonic 
(appointed by Jaap van Zweden) and Music 
Director of the ABS-CBN Philharmonic Orchestra 
in Manila. In 2021, he became Music Director of the 
Orchestra of the Filipino Youth (OFY).

He has worked as an assistant to conductors 
such as Jun Märkl, Hans Graf, Yu Long, Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, Mark Wigglesworth and Leonard 
Slatkin. He has conducted The Philippines, 
Thailand and South Denmark Philharmonics, 
Shanghai Opera House Orchestra and Chorus, 
Kunming Nie-Er Symphony, Evergreen Symphony 
of Taiwan, and the Bangkok, Singapore and Sydney 
Symphonies at iconic venues including London’s 
Royal Albert Hall and Sydney Opera House.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Past collaborations have included with renowned 
artists such as Lea Salonga, Sumi Jo, Wang 
Leehom, Wu Tong, Tengku Irfan, Hacken Lee, 
Michael Ball, Il Divo, Danielle de Niese, Ksenija 
Sidorova, Shen Yang, James Ehnes, Jan Lisiecki 
and The Beach Boys.

Salonga has conducted a wide range of concerts 
with the MPO including film, pop, symphony and 
family concerts. His arrangements were performed 
by the BBC, Indianapolis and Guangzhou 
Symphony Orchestras, RTÉ Concert Orchestra, 
Cincinnati Pops and Royal Philharmonics. He 
has conducted the recordings of the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic for Sony Classical as well as the 
Sønderjyllands Symfoniorkester for Danacord.

For musical theatre, he has led Carousel, They’re 
Playing Our Song, Dreamgirls, Baby, West Side 
Story, Sweeney Todd and Little Women in Manila 
and Singapore.

He has served as a jury at competitions in 
Malaysia, The Philippines and Singapore, and 
given lectures at universities and higher learning 
institutions in Malaysia. 

In 2012, Salonga was honoured as one of The 
Outstanding Young Men (TOYM), The Philippines’ 
highest civilian award to achievers under 40. In 
2021, he received the SUDI National Music Award 
by the National Commission for Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA).
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Gerard 
Salonga
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12-year old Lim Yee Vaine began her musical journey at 5 at Yamaha Music School Malaysia and 
has represented Yamaha Malaysia in concerts including at Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS. She 
was awarded prizes at the Steinway Malaysia Youth Piano Competition 2025 before being selected 
to represent Malaysia at the 7th Steinway Youth Piano Competition 2025 – South East Asia Pacific 
Regional Finals and won third prize at the Regional Finals in Bangkok.

Yee Vaine achieved Gold at the 8th Yamaha Junior Piano Competition in Tokyo in 2023. That same 
year, she received first prize at the Bangkok International Piano Competition and the 6th Steinway 
Malaysia Youth Piano Competition. In 2024, she achieved Gold and grand prize at the Vivace Piano 
Competition. She also attained the Trinity ATCL Diploma with Distinction in 2024. Since 2020, her piano 
compositions were consistently selected by Yamaha Japan and were featured in Yamaha Music Latin 
America in 2021.
 
She joined the UCSI Music Talent Development Program in 2024 which provided exposure to orchestra 
performance and masterclasses with Professor Natalia Troull. She also attended masterclasses with 
Foo Mei Yi, Yuka Ota, Liana Paniyeva and Dr. Poom Prommachart. In 2025, she became a member 
of the Malaysia Philharmonic Youth Orchestra. Her current musical endeavours continue under the 
guidance of Ng Chong Lim. At school, she was awarded the Art and Sports Scholarship 2025 and 2026. 
Beyond her musical pursuits, she also enjoys playing the cello, reading, writing and dancing ballet.

Lim Yee Vaine
piano
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Dorothy Ong Zhuo En was born on 9 September 2009. In 2024, she obtained Yamaha Diploma 
Advanced Piano Grade 5 and Fundamental Grade 4 while in 2023, acquired the ABRSM Grade 8 
Piano Performance with Distinction.

Her music experience include participation at the Yamaha Corporation Japan Remote Classical Piano 
Masterclasses with Professor Bernd Zack (Germany, 2023) and Professor Stephan Imorde (Germany, 
2022). She also participated in piano masterclasses with Lee Jae Phang (Malaysia) and Henri 
Sigfirdsson (Finland), and a violin masterclass with Tan Ka Ming. She also performed at the Euroasia 
Outreach – A Kaleidoscope of Colors II Concert, Johor, and was a violinist in a champion ensemble 
group for Yamaha Electone Festival 2023.

Among the prestigious music competitions that she has participated were the 6th and 7th Steinway 
Malaysia Youth Piano Competition, Yamaha International Junior Piano Competition, Euroasia Malaysia 
Piano Competition, KAE E-Artium Piano Competition, Liszt Ferenc Piano Competition and London 
Young Musician Competition.

Dorothy Ong
Zhuo En

piano
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MUSIC DIRECTOR
Junichi Hirokami

RESIDENT 
CONDUCTOR
Gerard Salonga

SOLOIST 
Lim Yee Vaine
Dorothy Ong Zhuo En

FIRST VIOLIN
Ham Kay Lyn
Sha Kah Yan
Aidan Abdul Jalil
Alistair Chew
Choy Zi Syuen
Tee Jau Jer
Esther Lee
Samuel Anton Theseira
Tan Yu Tian
Tan Yuyao

SECOND VIOLIN
Delaney Ng
Jarrett Chin
Ong Ting Qian
Chung Ann Qi
Tan Yin Hui
Zian, Kaam Zilin
Chan Ruo Xin
Ian Yoon
Marcus Lim
Arif Radzuan

VIOLA
Jared Ng
Dylan Lai
Ham Kay Li
Lim Zhou Ye

CELLO
Foong Hou Jie
Adam Soo Kwang Le
Hen Lit Ming*
Ahmad Khairul*
Azrul Asyraf

DOUBLE BASS
Dahlia Dayana 
Wong Jia En
Wong Jia Qi
Khor Yen Jin

FLUTE
Ashley Ong
Muhammad Haziq
Wong Xiu En
Yap Xin Yi
Low Chuen Hao

OBOE
Ahmad Syawal
Wong Cheong Lum*

CLARINET
Chong Tao Xin
Lew Jia Rou
Teo Han Niee

BASSOON
Loh Jun Yang
Stephen Mak Wai Soon**	

HORN
Daniel Tang
Lee Zi Xin
Raymond Tan

TRUMPET
Clement Sow
Muhammad Tahir
Danish Hilmi
Muhammad Amir

TROMBONE
Yazid Imran 
Nur Aisyah
Lee Eik Beng

TIMPANI
Lee Si Yuan
Aiman Farouk
Tee Chia En

MPYO Alumni*
MPO Musician**
Guest Musician 
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BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL
boxoffice@dfp.com.my
TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my

BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL

TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my
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DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Siti Azlina Abd Latif

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan 
Muhammad Farhan Aziz 
Farah Diyana Ismail 
Yasmin Mahmuddin
Faqrul Hakim Hidzir
Hisham Abdul Jalil 
Zulfadli Mohd Zakarrudin 
Ameela Najihah Zulkifli 
Maizatul Ezza Masran 
Nursuffiya Aleena Muhammad Zubir 
Nalisa Amira Sudinar

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS
MANAGEMENT
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa
Imran Syafiq Kamarul Zaman
Asmahan Abdullah 
Farzeera Ezir De-Attaher Emir 
Norsahida Mohd Salim 
Syazwan Arif 
Rusyaidi Mohd Kamal 
Muhammad Nur Rasyid Abd Razak 
Fatin Ayuni Mohd Ali 
Sharifah Nurhadaina Mishra Syed Mohamad 
Muhammad Zahir Opong 

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen 
Norhisham Abd Rahman 
Mohammed Hakimi Mohammed Rosli
Logiswary Raman
Sharhida Saad
Nur Afiqah Shubhiah Kamarulzaman
Megat Muhammad Ridzuan Mohmad Latfi
Mohammad Izuddin Jaal
Nurfharah Farhana Hashimi 
Nafeja Deanna Shahir 
Norhaszilawati Zainudin 
Muknoazlida Mukhadzim 
Nor Afidah Nordin 

TECHNICAL SERVICES
Firoz Khan Mohd Yunus
Mohd Najib Khalim

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Siti Azlina Abd Latif

ARTISTIC MANAGEMENT
Khor Chin Yang
Qaleeda Talib
Ong Li-Huey
Wynn Ch'ng Way Sean
Muhammad Fikrizaki Zakaria

ORCHESTRA MANAGEMENT
Fadilah Kamal Francis
Farah Diyana Ishak
Khairol Anuar Mohd Sabri

MUSIC TALENT DEVELOPMENT
Ahmad Muriz Che Rose 
Shireen Jasin Mokhtar
Amin Mikhail Ahmad Zabidi

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS MANAGEMENT
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa (covering)

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi



CORPORATE SUITE PREMIUM MEMBERS

PARTNER HOTELS
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Thank you to all our donors and collaborators for your support.
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STRATEGIC PARTNERS




























