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The Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO)
gave its inaugural performance at Dewan
Filharmonik PETRONAS (DFP) on 17 August
1998 and has since provided the ultimate concert
experience through music that entertains, educates
and inspires.

Today, the MPO is made up of talented musicians
from Malaysia and other nations, a beautiful
example of harmony among different cultures and
nationalities.

With immaculate versatility that transcends
genres, the MPO continues to present classical
masterpieces, film music, pop, jazz, traditional and
contemporary works including anime music.

The MPO’s artistry and vitality have been lauded
by acclaimed international luminaries such as
Lorin Maazel, Sir Neville Marriner, Joshua Bell,
Harry Connick Jr., José Carreras, Andrea Bocelli,
Kiri Te Kanawa, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Chris Botti
and Branford Marsalis. Renowned local artists who

have performed with the MPO include S.M. Salim,
Sheila Majid, M Nasir, Siti Nurhaliza, Jamal Abdillah,
Ella, Dayang Nurfaizah and Aishah.

Affirming its stature in the Asian region, the MPO has
performed in Singapore, Japan, Korea, Australia,
China, Taiwan and Vietnam besides national tours
around Malaysia. The MPO has also released 21
CDs.

Through its talent development programme, the
MPO is dedicated in nurturing an appreciation
among the young generation through its knowledge
and skills transfer to the Malaysian Philharmonic
Youth Orchestra. This initiative is supported by
contributions from the public.

Beyond its concert schedule, the MPO expands its
services to commercial purposes such as musician
hire, tours, education and outreach programme and
beneficial partnerships.

The MPO remains steadfast in its mission to share
the depth and power of great music for all walks of
life. Its main benefactor is PETRONAS.
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Jaclyn Victor:

Gemilang Bersama MPO

Sat 17 Oct 2026, 8:00pm
Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra

Ahmad Muriz Che Rose, conductor
Jaclyn Victor, vocals

PROGRAMME

VARIOUS
Jaclyn Victor Overture 5 mins
Arranger: Lugman Aziz

PASEK & PAUL
This is Me 4 mins
Arranger: Gerard Salonga

P. RAMLEE
Tunggu Sekejap 5 mins
Arranger: Ahmad Muriz Che Rose

SIMMONS
Superwoman s mins
Arranger: Gerard Salonga

RODGERS & BERLIN

Medley: The Lady is a Tramp /
Cheek to Cheek 5 mins
Arranger: Leonard Yeap

All details are correct at time of publishing. Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra
reserves the right to vary without notice the artists and/or repertoire as necessary.
Copyright © 2026 by Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (199801007000).

All rights reserved. No part of this programme may be reproduced in any

form without the written permission of the copyright owners.
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PUCCINI
O Mio Babbino Caro

CHIN

Beribu Sesalan 4 mins
Arranger: Ahmad Muriz Che
Rose

VARIOUS

Medley: At Last, You Make Me
Feel, Hero, When You Believe,
| Surrender and Listen 11 mins
Arranger: Gerard Salonga

EDRY
Ikut Rentakku 4 mins
Arranger: Lugman Aziz

PHANG
Chong Bai 5 mins
Arranger: Leonard Yeap

20-mins intermission

SCHWARTZ
Defying Gravity 4 mins
Arranger: Gerard Salonga

AJAI
Tiada Lagi Indah 4 mins
Arranger: Teuku Umar llany

BARRY
Diamonds are Forever 3 mins
Arranger: JD Villanueva

SUWITO
Gemilang 4 mins
Arranger: Aubrey Suwito
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Jaclyn Victor

Jaclyn Victor’s debut album Gemilang was launched
in 2005, winning her multiple awards including the
prestigious Best Pop Album and Album of the Year
at Anugerah Industri Muzik (AIM). Her second
album, Inilah Jac, released in 2006, further affirmed
her capability of powerful vocal performance and
uplifted her status in the industry as a ‘powerhouse’
entertainer, winning the Best Female Vocal
Performance in an Album award at AIM 2006 and
the IKON of Malaysia in 2007.

In 2009, Jaclyn Victor Ill was released in full
Bahasa Malaysia targeted for the mass market.
This was followed by a special project, 3 Suara
with Shila Amzah and Ning Baizura released in
2011 which garnered numerous awards and set
a benchmark in the local music industry. In total,
she has won over 10 AIM awards and 5 Anugerah
Juara Lagu awards throughout her career.

She continues to win major vocal competitions
such as Gegar Vaganza Season 9 (2022), Gegar
Vaganza All Stars (2023) and Singer 2026
Malaysia. She made Malaysia proud at the Asian
Idol 2007 where she became the judges’ choice.
Anu Malik, the jury for Indian Idol said, “She is a
world class singer!”

Jaclyn has film credits, appearing in Susuk
(2008). Her acting debut in Talentime (2009)
earned her the Most Promising Actor in
Malaysian Film Festival and the Yasmin Ahmad
Award that recognises potential newcomers in
the film industry.

Jaclyn was a guest singer with the Malaysian
Philharmonic Orchestra in themed concerts such
as Aubrey Suwito & Friends with the MPO (2017),
Judika with the MPO (2019) and The Magnificent
Seven (2022).




PROGRAMME NOTES

Introduction

There is something sublime about hearing a popular Malaysian singer perform with an
orchestra. Songs once heard on the radio, CDs or on television can acquire a different
dimension, where they are reframed within a larger musical architecture.

That is the significance of the MPQO’s continuing collaborations with homegrown artistes.
Over the years, it has brought local music and performers into the concert hall, creating
new contexts for familiar repertoire. The MPO has featured artistes across generations and
genres, including Datuk Seri Siti Nurhaliza, Dato’ M. Nasir, Datuk Seri Sheila Majid, the late
Tan Sri SM Salim, Datuk Jamal Abdillah, Ella and Dayang Nurfaizah.

Such concerts place popular music alongside the MPO, bringing audiences with different
musical interests into the one same space. In doing so, the MPO plays a role in fostering
unity and a stronger sense of belonging among Malaysians.

This evening, Jaclyn Victor, winner of the inaugural Malaysian Idol in 2004, takes to the stage
with the MPO for a concert. Conducted by Ahmad Muriz Che Rose, the performance places
Jaclyn’s voice at the centre of an evening built around new arrangements. “It's been more
than two decades since she joined the industry. She is fantastic but | think she is underrated,”
Muriz said.

He described Jaclyn as one of the local singers with great vocal prowess. “Whether it’s a
song that requires high notes or deep, low notes, give her any part and she’ll execute it
beautifully,” he added.

Jaclyn is no stranger to performing with the MPO, having been part of past concerts
including Aubrey Suwito & Friends with the MPO (2017), Judika with the MPO (2019) and
The Magnificent Seven (2022). Muriz said, “She has proven herself, always with adequate
preparation and discipline. And now, it’s time for her to shine alone on stage.”

Jaclyn said of the performance. ‘| feel incredibly blessed and honoured, although | have to
admit, I'm a little afraid to walk into DFP, it feels like a class above. At the same time, | feel
blessed that I've paid my dues and earned this moment. Performing at DFP has always been
one of the things on my bucket list, so to finally have the opportunity to do it is really special.”

Jaclyn said she has known Muriz for many years. “| have utmost respect for him, he’s
incredibly knowledgeable and well-versed. He constantly challenges me to try things | haven’t
done before, and he has this way of making me believe in myself. Even when I’'m not familiar
with a piece, he’s patient enough to guide me through it and bring out something new in me.”
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The setlist for the concert moves across Malay, English, ltalian and Mandarin musical worlds.
It connects P. Ramlee's cinematic world with ltalian opera and Mandarin pop. Jaclyn’s voice is
already a familiar presence in contemporary Malaysian music and this concert offers a novel

way of hearing it.

None of this would be possible without the
arrangers. By reworking instrumentation,
orchestration, harmony, tempo, genre,
introductions, endings and vocal or
instrumental textures, they determine
how a song’s musical DNA is expressed.
Beyond just working behind the curtain, the
arrangers are the creative authors of the
audience’s experience.

Concert Notes

Jaclyn’s anthem and most popular song
is Gemilang (composed and arranged by
Aubrey Suwito, lyrics by Asmin Mudin /
Adrian Puan). The original version won
Song of the Year at Anugerah Juara Lagu

wikipedia.com

2005 and Muriz said credit must go to Aubrey for “giving the song to the right singer ... because

| don’t know anyone else who is suited for the song.” Aubrey explained to The Malay Mail in
2006 that Gemilang “was written to push a new star, and
when Asmin Mudin wrote the Malay lyrics, he took all the
emotions to make it what it is.”

P. Ramlee’s Tunggu Sekejap (lyrics by S. Sudarmaiji,
arranged by Ahmad Muriz Che Rose) is included in
Jaclyn’s Gemilang album (2004). Originally composed
for the 1958 film Sarjan Hassan, this Malay classic film
song will be heard in a new light, performed by the MPO.
“This orchestral treatment will give the song more soul
while spotlighting Jaclyn’s vocals,” Muriz said.

abim.org.my

Tan Sri P. Ramlee in film Sarjan Hassan
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Emerging from her collaboration with KRU Music, lkut Rentakku (composed and lyrics by
Edry Abdul Halim, arranged by Lugman Aziz) belongs to a later chapter in Jaclyn's career,
moving her into the contemporary pop rock. Released in 2013, it won Jaclyn the Best Vocal
Performance award at Anugerah Juara Lagu 2014. “I'm really into blues, soul and R&B,” she
said. “That’s the kind of music | love performing and I've always wanted to hear what this

song would sound like with an orchestra.”

Composed by Ajai with lyrics by Abie
Abdullah, Tiada Lagi Indah (arranged by
Teuku Umar llany) is another track from
Gemilang (2004). A melancholic ballad
centred on loss, remembrance and enduring
love, the song offers a more intimate side of
Jaclyn’s early repertoire.

Superwoman (composed and lyrics by L.A.
Reid, Babyface and Daryl Simmons, arranged
by Gerard Salonga) was a massive music
success by Karyn White that went on to top
international music charts in 1988. Jaclyn
performed it often and the song helped
establish her formidable vocals. It also
appeared on her album /nilah Jac (2006) and
a fresh arrangement for this concert will reveal
an auditory match between contemporary
soul and symphonic writing.

Beribu Sesalan, composed by Kevin Chin with
lyrics by Tinta S., was featured on 3 Suara
(2011), a collaborative album by Jaclyn Victor,
Ning Baizura and Shila Amzah. In this Muriz’s
new arrangement, the song is reimagined for
Jaclyn alone. “There was a question that had
long intrigued me: what would the song sound
like if Jaclyn sang it entirely on her own?”
he asked. His arrangement explores that
possibility without displacing the emotional
memory of the original.

wikipedia.com

wikipedia.com
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Defying Gravity (composed and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz,
arranged by Gerard Salonga) is “notorious” for its demanding
vocal range and complex key changes. Created for the 2003
Broadway musical Wicked, this track famously features a
vocal battle against gravity as the central character Elphaba
declares her independence. For Jaclyn, it provides a natural
showcase for the dramatic power of her voice.

Chong Bai (arranged by Leonard Yeap) is written by
Malaysian composer Percy Phang with lyrics by Chen
Mei, and appeared in Malaysian-born Mandopop star Fish

wikipedia.com

Leong's 2007 album of the same name. In June this year, Jaclyn performed it in Singer 2026,

embracing months of preparation including learning Mandarin,
growth and to broaden her reach to new audiences.

as an opportunity for artistic

Giacomo Puccini’s song O Mio Babbino Caro is from his one-
act comic opera Gianni Schicchi, the third part of /I trittico,

which premiered in New York in

1918. The aria was sung by

the character Lauretta as she pleads with her father to allow
her to marry Rinuccio. One of the most popular recordings is
soprano Maria Callas’ 1954 interpretation, recorded at Watford

Town Hall with the Philharmo
Serafin. Muriz said Jaclyn was
this since she was unfamiliar wit
know you can carry a piece like

nia Orchestra under Tullio
initially reluctant to perform
h the song. “But | told her, ‘|
this. You should try showing

wikipedia.com  gydience a different side of you, something they haven’t seen

before. So why not give it a go?”

Written by John Barry with
lyrics by Don Black for the
1971 James Bond film of the
same name, Diamonds Are
Forever (arranged by J.D.
Villanueva) was performed
by Dame Shirley Bassey. It
reached No. 38 on the UK
singles chart but it became
one of Bassey’s enduring
Bond performances. Bassey
also sang other James Bond’s
theme songs; Goldfinger
(1964) and Moonraker (1979).

britannica.com
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Spanning the 1960s to the 2000s, a dynamic medley arranged by Gerard Salonga brings
together six songs sung by some of the powerhouse voices of music. They are At Last by
Etta James (composed by Harry Warren, lyrics by Mack Gordon); You Make Me Feel Like A
Natural Woman by Aretha Franklin (composed by Carole King, lyrics by Gerry Goffin); Hero
by Mariah Carey (composed by Carey and Walter Afanasieff, lyrics by Carey); When You
Believe by Whitney Houston (composed and lyrics by Stephen Schwartz); | Surrender by
Céline Dion (composed and lyrics by Louis Biancaniello and Sam Wattersand); and Listen by
Beyoncé (composed and lyrics by Beyoncé Knowles, Henry Krieger, Scott Cutler and Anne
Preven). These songs cross generations but share a common thread: the power of a female
singer who can turn a personal statement into a universal theme. Jaclyn will bring her own
interpretation to the songs, connecting them through her distinctive vocals.

The Lady is a Tramp / Cheek to Cheek
medley (arranged by Leonard Yeap)
pairs songs from the golden age of the
American songbook. Composed by
Richard Rodgers with lyrics by Lorenz
Hart, The Lady is a Tramp was written
for the musical Babes in Arms (1937)
while Cheek to Cheek (composed and
lyrics by Irving Berlin) was for the movie
Top Hat (1935). While the former pokes
fun at high-society conventions, the
other became an enduring love song.
This medley brings these contrasting
moods together in a single orchestral
setting.
singbroadwaynow.com
Written by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul
for the film The Greatest Showman
(2017), This is Me (arranged by Gerard Salonga) is performed by Keala Settle as the
character Lettie Lutz. It became a statement of self-acceptance and won the 2018 Golden
Globe for Best Original Song. Jaclyn says the song’s message resonates with her life story.
“Life can beat you down and circumstances can be difficult but I've always believed that you
can pick yourself up and make things happen,” she added. “Whatever challenges you’re
given, you can choose to rise again and keep going.”
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Moments during the media interview
at Dewan Filharmonik PETRONAS on 21 September 2026.
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MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Junichi Hirokami

RESIDENT
CONDUCTOR
Gerard Salonga

FIRSTVIOLIN
Concertmaster
Peter Dani$
Co-Concertmaster
Ming Goh
Principal
Zhenzhen Liang

Tan Ka Ming
Wong Lu Ee
Sherwin Thia

SECOND VIOLIN
Yunzhi Ling
Stefan Kocsis
lonut Mazareanu

*Miroslav Dani$
*Lee Sing Hong
*Philip Jeremy Law
*Keng Xin Tian
*Lisa Chia Xiao Li

VIOLA
Section Principal
Jebat Arjuna Kee Jia Liang

Ong Lin Kern
Thian Ai Wen
*Fan Ran

*Lau Yew Hann
*Loo Pei Zheng

Note: Sectional string players are rotated within their sections. *Extra musician.

CELLO

Section Principal
(saba Kéros
Co-Principal

Dylan Lee Mihn Tang
Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Tan Suyin

Goh Wen Chih
Wong Jun Yuan

DOUBLE BASS
Section Principal
Wolfgang Steike

Jun-Hee Chae
LinYiRou
*Naohisa Furusawa

FLUTE

Section Principal
Yukako Emes
Sub-Principal
*Wong Xue Fen

0BOE

Section Principal
Niels Dittmann
Sub-Principal
Lee Chun Howe

CLARINET

Section Principal
Matthew Larsen
Sub-Principal
*Emily Tiow Yu Xian

BASS CLARINET
Principal
Chris Bosco

BASSOON

Section Principal
Alexandar Lenkov
Sub-Principal

Stephen Mak Wai Soon

CONTRABASSOON
Principal
Vladimir Stoyanov

HORN

Section Principal
Grzegorz Curyla
Assistant Principal
Sim Chee Ghee

Sub-Principal
*Harsharon Kaur

TRUMPET

Section Principal
Jeffrey Missal
Assistant Principal
Matthew Dempsey

Sub-Principal
*Loi Chiang Kang
*Lim Kah Loke

TROMBONE

Section Principal
*Hanae Yoshida
Sub-Principal

*Ainul Basyirah Aznan

BASS TROMBONE
Principal
*Chee Chow Ming

TUBA
Section Principal
Tan Shun Zhong

Malaysian
Philharmonic
Orchestra

TIMPANI
Section Principal
*Dodo Saaya

PERCUSSION
Sub-Principal
Yap Siu Yan

Ng Lip Sheng

HARP
Principal
Tan Keng Hong

PIANO
Principal
Akiko Dani3

KEYBOARD
*Leonard Yeap Lin Soon

DRUMKIT
*Muhammad Yuri Mohamed Edris

LATIN PERCUSSION
*Mohamad Sofie Abdul Wahid

GUITAR
*lhzwan Omar

BASS GUITAR
*Lugman Abd Aziz

SAXOPHONE
*Farid [zwan Muhibuddin

VOCALS

*Juanita Ismail
*Yuaz Bahtiar Kassim
*Tijah Muhamad Nor
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