


The Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) 
gave its inaugural performance at Dewan 
Filharmonik PETRONAS (DFP) on 17 August 
1998 and has since provided the ultimate concert 
experience through music that entertains, educates 
and inspires. 

Today, the MPO is made up of talented musicians 
from Malaysia and other nations, a beautiful 
example of harmony among different cultures and 
nationalities.

With immaculate versatility that transcends 
genres, the MPO continues to present classical 
masterpieces, film music, pop, jazz, traditional and 
contemporary works including anime music.

The MPO’s artistry and vitality have been lauded 
by acclaimed international luminaries such as 
Lorin Maazel, Sir Neville Marriner, Joshua Bell, 
Harry Connick Jr., José Carreras, Andrea Bocelli, 
Kiri Te Kanawa, Vladimir Ashkenazy, Chris Botti 
and Branford Marsalis. Renowned local artists who 

have performed with the MPO include S.M. Salim, 
Sheila Majid, M Nasir, Siti Nurhaliza, Jamal Abdillah, 
Ella, Dayang Nurfaizah and Aishah.

Affirming its stature in the Asian region, the MPO has 
performed in Singapore, Japan, Korea, Australia, 
China, Taiwan and Vietnam besides national tours 
around Malaysia. The MPO has also released 21 
CDs.

Through its talent development programme, the 
MPO is dedicated in nurturing an appreciation 
among the young generation through its knowledge 
and skills transfer to the Malaysian Philharmonic 
Youth Orchestra. This initiative is supported by 
contributions from the public. 

Beyond its concert schedule, the MPO expands its 
services to commercial purposes such as musician 
hire, tours, education and outreach programme and 
beneficial partnerships. 

The MPO remains steadfast in its mission to share 
the depth and power of great music for all walks 
of life. Its main benefactor is PETRONAS and the 
patron is YABhg. Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah Haji Mohd Ali.
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ORCHESTRA
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Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra

Gerard Salonga, Conductor

John Williams
Star Wars: A New Hope

Feature Film with Orchestra

Sun 3 May 2026, 3:00pm
Mon 4 May 2026, 8:00pm

There will be a 20-minute intermission

© & ™ Lucasfilm Ltd. All rights reserved. Presentation Licensed by Disney Concerts in 
association with Warner/Chappell Music.

All details are correct at time of publishing. Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
reserves the right to vary without notice the artists and/or repertoire as necessary. 
Copyright © 2026 by Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra (199801007000). 
All rights reserved. No part of this programme may be reproduced in any 
form without the written permission of the copyright owners.
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Star Wars Film Concert Series
Star Wars: A New Hope

Twentieth Century Fox Presents
A Lucasfilm Ltd. production

Starring
Mark Hamill

Harrison Ford
Carrie Fisher

Peter Cushing
and Alec Guinness

Written and Directed by
George Lucas

Produced by
Gary Kurtz

Music by
John Williams

MPAA PG Rating

		

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack available at Disneymusicemporium.com 



In a career spanning more than six decades, 
John Williams has become one of America’s 
most accomplished and successful composers 
for film and for the concert stage, and he 
remains one of our nation’s most distinguished 
and contributive musical voices. He has 
composed the music and served as music 
director for more than one hundred films, 
including all nine Star Wars films, the first three 
Harry Potter films, Superman, JFK, Born on the 
Fourth of July, Memoirs of a Geisha, Far and 
Away, The Accidental Tourist, Home Alone and 
The Book Thief.  His 50-year artistic partnership 
with director Steven Spielberg has resulted 
in many of Hollywood’s most acclaimed and 
successful films, including Schindler’s List, 
E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial, Jaws, Jurassic Park, 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind, the Indiana 
Jones films, Munich, Saving Private Ryan, 
The Adventures of Tintin, War Horse, Lincoln, 
The BFG, The Post and The Fabelmans. His 
contributions to television music include scores 
for more than 200 television films for the 
groundbreaking, early anthology series Alcoa 
Theatre, Kraft Television Theatre, Chrysler 
Theatre and Playhouse 90, as well as themes 
for NBC Nightly News (“The Mission”), NBC’s 
Meet the Press, and the PBS arts showcase 
Great Performances. He also composed 
themes for the 1984, 1988, and 1996 Summer 
Olympic Games, the 2002 Winter Olympic 
Games.  He has received five Academy Awards 
and fifty-four Oscar nominations, making him 
the Academy’s most-nominated living person 
and the second-most nominated person in the 
history of the Oscars. He has received seven 
British Academy Awards (BAFTA), twenty-five 

Grammys, four Golden Globes, five Emmys, 
and numerous gold and platinum records. 
In 2003, he received the Olympic Order (the 
IOC’s highest honor) for his contributions to the 
Olympic movement. He received the prestigious 
Kennedy Center Honors in December of 2004.  
In 2009, Mr. Williams was inducted into the 
American Academy of Arts & Sciences, and he 
received the National Medal of Arts, the highest 
award given to artists by the U.S. Government.  
In 2016, he received the 44th Life Achievement 
Award from the American Film Institute – 
the first time in their history that this honor 
was bestowed upon a composer. In 2020, he 
received Spain’s Princess of Asturias Award 
for the Arts as well as the Gold Medal from the 
prestigious Royal Philharmonic Society in the 
UK, and in 2022 he was awarded an honorary 
knighthood of the British Empire as one of the 
final awards approved by Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II.

In January 1980, Mr. Williams was named 
nineteenth music director of the Boston Pops 
Orchestra, succeeding the legendary Arthur 
Fiedler.  He currently holds the title of Boston 
Pops Laureate Conductor which he assumed 
following his retirement in December 1993 
after fourteen highly successful seasons. 
He also holds the title of Artist-in-Residence 
at Tanglewood. Mr. Williams has composed 
numerous works for the concert stage, 
among them two symphonies, and concertos 
commissioned by several of the world’s leading 
orchestras, including a cello concerto for 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra, a bassoon 
concerto for the New York Philharmonic, a 
trumpet concerto for The Cleveland Orchestra, 
and a horn concerto for the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. In 2009, the Boston Symphony 
premiered his concerto for harp and orchestra 
entitled “On Willows and Birches”, and in 
the same year, Mr. Williams composed and 
arranged “Air and Simple Gifts” especially 
for the first inaugural ceremony of President 
Barack Obama.

In 2021, Williams premiered his second violin 
concerto with the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
at Tanglewood along with soloist Anne-Sophie 
Mutter, for whom he composed the work.

About The Composer
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John Williams



Gerard Salonga has held the position of Resident 
Conductor of the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra 
(MPO) since 2019. He has served as Assistant 
Conductor of the Hong Kong Philharmonic 
(appointed by Jaap van Zweden) and Music 
Director of the ABS-CBN Philharmonic Orchestra 
in Manila. In 2021, he became Music Director of the 
Orchestra of the Filipino Youth (OFY).

He has worked as an assistant to conductors 
such as Jun Märkl, Hans Graf, Yu Long, Vladimir 
Ashkenazy, Mark Wigglesworth and Leonard 
Slatkin. He has conducted The Philippines, 
Thailand and South Denmark Philharmonics, 
Shanghai Opera House Orchestra and Chorus, 
Kunming Nie-Er Symphony, Evergreen Symphony 
of Taiwan, and the Bangkok, Singapore and Sydney 
Symphonies at iconic venues including London’s 
Royal Albert Hall and Sydney Opera House.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Past collaborations have included with renowned 
artists such as Lea Salonga, Sumi Jo, Wang 
Leehom, Wu Tong, Tengku Irfan, Hacken Lee, 
Michael Ball, Il Divo, Danielle de Niese, Ksenija 
Sidorova, Shen Yang, James Ehnes, Jan Lisiecki 
and The Beach Boys.

Salonga has conducted a wide range of concerts 
with the MPO including film, pop, symphony and 
family concerts. His arrangements were performed 
by the BBC, Indianapolis and Guangzhou 
Symphony Orchestras, RTÉ Concert Orchestra, 
Cincinnati Pops and Royal Philharmonics. He 
has conducted the recordings of the Hong Kong 
Philharmonic for Sony Classical as well as the 
Sønderjyllands Symfoniorkester for Danacord.

For musical theatre, he has led Carousel, They’re 
Playing Our Song, Dreamgirls, Baby, West Side 
Story, Sweeney Todd and Little Women in Manila 
and Singapore.

He has served as a jury at competitions in 
Malaysia, The Philippines and Singapore, and 
given lectures at universities and higher learning 
institutions in Malaysia. 

In 2012, Salonga was honoured as one of The 
Outstanding Young Men (TOYM), The Philippines’ 
highest civilian award to achievers under 40. In 
2021, he received the SUDI National Music Award 
by the National Commission for Culture and the 
Arts (NCCA).
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Star Wars Film Concert Series Production Credits
President, Disney Music Group

Ken Bunt

SVP/GM, Disney Concerts
Chip McLean

Supervising Technical Director
Alex Levy – Epilogue Media

Film Preparation
Ramiro Belgardt

Business Affairs, Lucasfilm
Rhonda Hjort
Chris Holm 

For Booking Inquires: 
Emily.Yoon@The.Team

Music Preparation
Mark Graham
Matthew Voogt

JoAnn Kane Music Service

Disney Music Library

Operations, Disney Concerts
Brannon Fells
Royd Haston

Marketing & Publicity
Lisa Linares

Christy Swintek

VP, Disney Concerts

Gina Lorscheider

Business Affairs, Disney Concerts
Darryl Franklin
Leigh Zeichick

Neiloofar Sajedi
Elena Contreras
Addison Granillo
Narine Minasian

Svetlana Tzaneva

Business Affairs, Warner-
Chappell

Scott McDowell 

Gerard 
Salonga



Note: Sectional string players are rotated within their sections.  *Extra musician.

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

MUSIC 
DIRECTOR
Junichi Hirokami

RESIDENT 
CONDUCTOR
Gerard Salonga

FIRST VIOLIN
Concertmaster
Peter Daniš
Co-Concertmaster
Ming Goh
Principal
Zhenzhen Liang

Tan Ka Ming 
Wong Lu Ee 
Sherwin Thia

SECOND VIOLIN
Yunzhi Ling
Stefan Kocsis
Ionut Mazareanu 

*Miroslav Daniš
*Lee Sing Hong
*Philip Jeremy Law
*Keng Xin Tian
*Lisa Chia Xiao Li
*Leong Siong Quen
*Catherine Khaw Hui Yang
*Chan Mei Teng
*Izzywan Musib
*Joanna Ho May Sum
* Maho Daniš
*Joey Young

VIOLA
Section Principal
Jebat Arjuna Kee Jia Liang
 
Ong Lin Kern
Thian Ai Wen
*Fan Ran
*Loo Pei Zheng
*Lau Yew Hann
*Ling Li Yen
*Phoon Zu Ying

CELLO
Section Principal
Csaba Kőrös
Co-Principal
Dylan Lee Mihn Tang
Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Tan Suyin

Goh Wen Chih
Wong Jun Yuan
*Gerald Davis

DOUBLE BASS
Section Principal
Wolfgang Steike

Jun-Hee Chae
Lin Yi Rou
*Khee Yu Hang
*Naohisa Furusawa

FLUTE
Section Principal
Yukako Emes
Sub-Principal
*Rachel Jenkyns

PICCOLO
Principal
*Japheth Law Sze Cheng

OBOE
Section Principal
Niels Dittmann
Sub-Principal
Lee Chun Howe

CLARINET
Section Principal 
Matthew Larsen
Co-Principal
Mitchell Berick
Sub-Principal
*Emily Tiow Yu Xian

BASS CLARINET
Principal 
Chris Bosco

BASSOON
Section Principal
Alexandar Lenkov
Co-Principal
*Wukun Zhu
Sub-Principal 
Stephen Mak Wai Soon 

CONTRABASSOON
Principal
Vladimir Stoyanov

HORN
Section Principal
Grzegorz Curyła
Assistant Principal
Sim Chee Ghee
Sub-Principal
*Kartik Alan Jairamin
*Loh Zi Shun
*Chai Mei Qin
*Yeong Sze Fong
*Alexander Oon

TRUMPET
Section Principal
Jeffrey Missal
Assistant Principal
Matthew Dempsey
Sub-Principal
*John Bourque
*Loi Chiang Kang

TROMBONE
Section Principal
*Riyo Soejima
Co-Principal
*Michael Robinson Jr.
Sub-Principal
*Ainul Basyirah Aznan

BASS TROMBONE
Principal
*Prapat Prateepphleepon
*Pawin Pungbua

TUBA
Section Principal
Tan Shun Zhong

TIMPANI
Section Principal
*Chong Xin Yi

PERCUSSION
Section Principal
*Kyle Acuncius
Sub-Principal
Yap Siu Yan
Ng Lip Sheng
*Tee Ching Hong

HARP
Principal
Tan Keng Hong

PIANO
Principal
Akiko Daniš

8WHERE EVERY BEAT TELLS A STORY



139WHERE EVERY BEAT TELLS A STORY

BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL
boxoffice@dfp.com.my
TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my

BOX OFFICE
Ground Floor, Tower 2, 
PETRONAS Twin Towers
Kuala Lumpur City Centre
50088 Kuala Lumpur

EMAIL

TELEPHONE
603-2331 7007
ONLINE TICKETS & INFO
mpo.com.my
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DEWAN FILHARMONIK PETRONAS

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Siti Azlina Abd Latif

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan 
Muhammad Farhan Aziz 
Farah Diyana Ismail 
Yasmin Mahmuddin
Faqrul Hakim Hidzir
Hisham Abdul Jalil 
Zulfadli Mohd Zakarrudin 
Ameela Najihah Zulkifli 
Maizatul Ezza Masran 
Nursuffiya Aleena Muhammad Zubir 
Nalisa Amira Sudinar

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS
MANAGEMENT
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa
Imran Syafiq Kamarul Zaman
Asmahan Abdullah 
Farzeera Ezir De-Attaher Emir 
Norsahida Mohd Salim 
Syazwan Arif 
Rusyaidi Mohd Kamal 
Muhammad Nur Rasyid Abd Razak 
Fatin Ayuni Mohd Ali 
Sharifah Nurhadaina Mishra Syed Mohamad 
Muhammad Zahir Opong 

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen 
Norhisham Abd Rahman 
Mohammed Hakimi Mohammed Rosli
Logiswary Raman
Sharhida Saad
Nur Afiqah Shubhiah Kamarulzaman
Megat Muhammad Ridzuan Mohmad Latfi
Mohammad Izuddin Jaal
Nurfharah Farhana Hashimi 
Nafeja Deanna Shahir 
Norhaszilawati Zainudin 
Muknoazlida Mukhadzim 
Nor Afidah Nordin 

TECHNICAL SERVICES
Firoz Khan Mohd Yunus
Mohd Najib Khalim

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi

MALAYSIAN PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Siti Azlina Abd Latif

ARTISTIC MANAGEMENT
Khor Chin Yang
Qaleeda Talib
Ong Li-Huey
Wynn Ch'ng Way Sean
Muhammad Fikrizaki Zakaria

ORCHESTRA MANAGEMENT
Fadilah Kamal Francis
Farah Diyana Ishak
Khairol Anuar Mohd Sabri

MUSIC TALENT DEVELOPMENT
Ahmad Muriz Che Rose 
Shireen Jasin Mokhtar
Amin Mikhail Ahmad Zabidi

COMMUNICATIONS & CREATIVE SERVICES
Munshi Ariff Abu Hassan

BUSINESS & STRATEGIC RELATIONS MANAGEMENT
At Ziafrizani Chek Pa (covering)

FINANCE & CORPORATE SERVICES
Mohamed Sultan Haja Mohideen

HEALTH, SAFETY & ENVIRONMENT
Mohd Fahmi Md Radzi



CORPORATE SUITE PREMIUM MEMBERS

PARTNER HOTELS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Thank you to all our donors and collaborators for your support.
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STRATEGIC PARTNER



https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/malaysian-chamber-showcase


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/charles-yang-reloaded


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/slam-bersama-mpo


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2025/vivaldis-four-seasons


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/jazz-classical-and-beyond-with-the-mpo


https://www.mpo.com.my/season-2026/arctic-winds-and-summer-sun








https://www.mpo.com.my/musicians-for-hire


https://www.mpo.com.my/donate


https://www.dfp.com.my/dfp-hall-tour





